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A deaf mute, this young man had lost his job when he 
came to VR. Vocational Rehabilitation provided counseling 
and guidance and indirect job placement. He is presently em-
ployed as a machine operator with a tool company. 
This client had a right above-the-elbow amputation. He 
was provided with pre-vocational evaluation, workshop and 
facility evaluation, personal-social adjustment and workshop 
training. He is presently employed at an Orangeburg County 
school in charge of buses. 
During fiscal year 1971, 26,021 persons were re-
ferred to the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Department. This figure added to the number 
of referrals and active cases remaining from fiscal 
year 1970 gave the Department a grand total of 
62,0ll disabled people to work with. 42,932 persons 
received one or more of the services offered by 
rehabilitation. There were 18,479 remaining persons 
on the rolls as being actively served and 9,544 men 
and women were placed in wage-earning employ-
ment. 
An analysis of the rehabilitants shows that: 1,700 
were mentally retarded; 2,312 were mentally ill or 
had behavioral disabilities; 1,166 had orthopedic de-
formities and the remainder suffered disabilities 
caused by cancer, digestive disorders, respiratory 
diseases and others. 
The average age of the rehabilitant was 34 and 
the average number of dependents was 1.45. The 
9,544 rehabilitants increased their annual rate of 
earning 406.6% after rehabilitation. The cost for 
services per rehabilitation was about half the cost 
per patient receiving institutional care. It is esti-
mated that the 9,544 rehabilitants will repay the 
cost of rehabilitation in less than 3Yz years through 
Federal and State income tax and sales tax. 
Dr. Beckman noted that disability and de-
pendency often go together. More than 7,500 of the 
total number rehabilitated were not earning any-
thing at the time the Vocational Rehabilitation De-
partment began working with them. 
While employment is the ultimate objective, the 
services furnished in preparation for jobs include 
medical, surgical, and hospital care; extensive in-
dividual counseling and guidance; artificial limbs 
and other prosthetic devices; education and job 
training; placement in employment; and other re-
lated services. 
In recent years the agency has given special at-
tention to serving public offenders, mentally ill, 
mentally retarded, alcoholics and other disability 
target groups which· require specially-designed pro-
grams of service. 
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T h i s  y o u n g  l a d y  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
b y  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  S h e  h a d  n e v e r  w o r k e d .  V R  p r o -
v i d e d  v o c a t i o n a l  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  p e r s o n a l  a d j u s t m e n t  t r a i n i n g  
a t  a  l o c a l  w o r k s h o p .  W h i l e  t h e r e  s h e  a l s o  w a s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  
s o m e  n e c e s s a r y  p h y s i c a l  r e s t o r a t i o n .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  p l a c e d  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  a s  a  p a c k e r  i n  a  l o c a l  m e a t - p a c k i n g  p l a n t .  
T h i s  c l i e n t  h a d  h e r  r i g h t  e y e  r e m o v e d  d u e  t o  c a n c e r .  V o -
c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  d i a g n o s t i c  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  f o l -
l o w - u p  o n  t h e  j o b .  S h e  i s  p r e s e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  a s  a  h o m e -
m a k e r  s e r v i c e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  O r a n g e b u r g  D e p a r t -
m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W e l f a r e .  
T h i s  c l i e n t  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  a  b r o k e n  h i p  a n d  s c a r  t i s s u e .  
V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  p r e - v o c a t i o n a l  e v a l u a t i o n ,  
w o r k s h o p  a n d  f a c i l i t y  e v a l u a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l - s o c i a l  a d j u s t m e n t ,  
w o r k s h o p  t r a i n i n g ,  m e d i c a l  e v a l u a .t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t .  H e  i s  
p r e s e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  a s  a  f u r n i t u r e  r e f i n i s h e r .  
T h i s  t w e n t y - f o u r  y e a r  o l d  w h i t e  f e m a l e  i s  b l i n d  i n  h e r  
r i g h t  e y e  d u e  t o  a  c o n g e n i t a l  e y e  c o n d i t i o n .  A  h i g h  s c h o o l  
g r a d u a t e ,  s h e  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  p a s s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e x a m  f o r  i n -
d u s t r i a l  w o r k  a n d  w a s  w o r k i n g  a s  a  w a i t r e s s  w h e n  s h e  c a m e  
t o  V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  V R  p r o v i d e d  t r a i n i n g  a s  a  s e c r e -
t a r y  a n d  p l a c e d  t h e  c l i e n t  a s  a  s e c r e t a r y  i n  a n  o p t h a l m o l o g i s t ' s  
o f f i c e .  
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THE NEW HORIZONS JANUARY, 1972 
(Left) This forty-year-old man lost his arm in an 
industrial accident in 1965. Client was fitted with a 
prosthesis at that time and recently with a new one. 
He is currently working as a fork-lift operator using 
both "hands" in his job. 
(Below) This 33-year-old female was referred to 
Vocational Rehabilitation by a relative. VR provided 
on-the-job training, placement, counseling and guidance 
and complete dentures. She has been successfully em-
ployed for almost two years as a short-order cook. 
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